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POUR WALLS AND THE WORLD 


It was Saturday. The regular class of the Surugadai Jogakuin 
(Education Department) were not meeting, but the Tokyo Association 
was humming. 


The committee on work with foreign-born Japanese was one of 
the activities, for large numbers are migrating to Japan. As we 
discussed the problems connected with the migrations and mingling 
of different races and cultures, I realized afresh the opportuni- 
ties open to a world-wide fellowship of Christian women. It oc- 
curred to me to see what world contacts were centering that very 
moment in the building of one Association. 


In the committee were represented only three nationalities, 
Japanese, American-born Japanese and Canadian, but the chairman, 
the wife of a former Japanese consul, had lived in Chile, two oth- 
ers were graduates of American colleges, and one had studied in 
several European countries. Several others had travelled abroad 
extensively. After the meeting we had a reception for foreign- 
rorn Japanese girls, all of whom were born either in the United 
States or Canada. 


I took the elevator to the fifth floor to see what parts of 
the earth our transient guests represented. Among them are Miss 
Owen of the Kingsley Hall Settlement in the slums of London, and 
the founder of the settlement,Miss Muriel Le: ter; two Australian 
women, officers of the National W.C.T.U., several members of the 
autheran Mission, a German woman, staff member of the university 
in Tsingtau, China, and two Japenese students from the northern 
island, Hokkaido. 


On the fourth floor a group of young girls were being inter- 
viewed by representatives of a girls' magazine with a circulation 
of 150,000 a month. They were all Japanese, but the girls being 
interviewed had lived abroad with their parents who had been in 
business or in diplomatic or consular service. Those in business 
had lived in Australia where Japan buys most of her wool; in Eng- 
land, Canada or the United States, which is Japan's largest cus- 
tomer, taking eighty per cent of all her raw silk. Those in dip- 
lomatic service had lived in Athens, Paris and Geneva. There is 
not time to tell the interesting points of view the interview 


brought out! 


On the third floor it was quite a pure Japenese affair. fif- 
ty primary school girls who meet here every Saturdey afternoon, 
divided up into five self-governing clubs, had together planned 
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this Dolls Festival celebration and head invited their mothers and 
small friends. As there were more than fifty of the little friends 
here, there was likely much propaganda and recruiting. The chair- 
man of the executive committee of the federation is about ten years 
old} 


The program included Japanese dances with accompaniments on 
stringed instruments (samisen), a dramatization of the Japanese 
translation of the hymn, "Watchman, tell us of the night," which 
they often sing in their club meeting, puppet shows, one a Bible 
story and the other a story of an excited barber, readings of their 
own compositions, and a dialogue, the subject of which was their 
own club life. 


Another party going on this same Saturday was a celebration of 
the Thirtieth Anniversary of the arrival of Mr. Merrill Vories, 
founder of the Omi Brotherhood and of the Viries Architectural Com- 
pany. If you want a fascinating book of missions read Mr. Vories' 
"The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon." 


In the evening the dramatic group of the business girls’ de- 
partment gave two plays; one Japanese, the other French. 


This much I learned in a casual tour of the building. How 
many more international contacts and areas of interdependence I 
might have found had I gone about it more exhaustively. Splendid 
isolation? Economic nationalism? Rugged individualism? [In these 
days, how can they bet 


Excerpts from a letter from 
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OLD TRADITIONS FOR NEW 


The ancient towns and cities along the way from Ichang to 
Chungking, with their pagodas and temples are fascinating. All 
have their legends and folk tales and the air of romance still 
hovers about them. One temple was pointed out, perched on a high, 
precipitous cliff, where people go on pilgrimages, for there one 
can buy a pass into Heaven for a dollar! Another temple built on 
& great castle-like rock, towering some 200 feet above the water, 
can only be reached by some old wooden steps leading up the side 
of a nine-storied pagoda built against the face of the rock. Le- 
gend has it that once grains of rice trickled down from a hole 
near the top into a basin-like depression in a rock below. This 
rock basin held just enough rice to feed the monks for a days But 
one dey, hoping to increase the supply - the monks chiselled out 
the cavity making the basin twice as larse. Then the flow of rice 
ceased’ A good oriental edition of the "Goose that Leid the Gold- 
en Eggs"! 


I found Chungking, a city built on the precipitous side of a 
mountain overlooking the River. One must go up great flights of 
stone steps to get from one street to another. People are usual- 
ly carried in chairs, though now several broad streets have been 
cut along the side of the mountain, and there are rickshas and 
busese Five years ago, I was told, there was not a single wheeled 
vehicle in the city. 


I found a live group of women on the Y.' .C.A. pre-organization 
committee, - doctors, nurses, principals of schools, teachers and 
the wives of a number of influential businessmen in the community. 
Although they only started their work last November, they had a 
small hostel for transient guests, four small bethrooms which serve 
women in the commnity, a kindergarten with over eighty children, 
and popular education classes with some sixty women attending 
(i.omen who never before have had an opportunity for study), They 
had already raised ‘320,000 towards a new building. The city is 
becoming modernized very rapidly and I found girls working in the 
banks, stores and in business offices and in government offices. 
The Association is much needed there and bids fair to be one of 
our strongest within a few yearse 

“Excerpt from a letter 
From Lelia Hinkley, Secretary 
National Y.i..C.n. of China 
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Foreign Division, New York, N.Y. September 1935 
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IN A FUSHAN COURTYARD 


"Being out here alone so much makes me think oftener, I 
suppose," writes Pearl Polloek from the rural Y.W.Csa. in Fu- 
shan, China, “of what people in other parts of the world would 
think if they could just step in and see the little things that 
are troubling us or making us glad. You should have one night 
out here to know the complete quiet that settles over us,brok- 
en only by the tap of wood on wéod as the night watchman makes. 
his rounds. It is broken before dawn by the bells of the pack 
animals, the tap of an old lady's feet as she comes out to un- 
bar the front gate, and the calls of the peddlars of been curd 
and baked sweet potatoes. 


"The year was a hard one for country people. The early 
drouth made the wheat crop short; the later rains washed out 
the corn,the koaliang and the millet time after time and wast- 
ed the fertilizer. The grain was not only insufficient for the 
food of the families but there was none to be sold to pay the 
wages of the hired men, to say nothing of meeting the expense 
of buying bean cakes for fertilizer again and again. 


"In the midst of all that the Fushan Association raised 
its own budget for the first time! Everyone had a kind of help- 
less expression when they realized that we were actually to try 
to stand on our own feet.* But finally they began to go ahead 
end things began to look a little rosier. Then our handcrafts 
began to pay a little. We did nothing new but tried to improve 
our work and our methods and make more use of the old skills. 
omen and girls worked in their homes and came to the Associa- 
tion for whole days at a time. It not only meant income for us 
but it payed them more than they were able to earn at anything 
élse open to them. Then we began making peanut butter and that 
gave more chance for volunteers who had only a few minutes at 
a time. Sometimes from morning until 9:30 or 10;00 o'clock at 
night there were people coming and going, helping to roast, to 
shell and to grind the peanuts and then looking with satisfac- 
tion at the little brown earthen jars covered with cellophane 
and decorated with a little red cut-out. A good many peaple 
have a right to the pride that they feel in our having raised 
our own budget. *(Tiis means local operating expenses only of 
course — supplies, upkeep, program material. Salaries, Chinese 
end American, are paid by the National Committee of China.) 
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"During the summer our court was a riot of zinnias - the 
only flowers that blossomed early, and later there was cosmos. 
All summer and fall old men and old women and girls and boys were 
leading others in to see the flowers. If all the people who 
have asked far seeds have good luck next summer a lot of court- 
yards will be beautiful. 


"In late July and early August we had a folk school where 
the student department furnished the leadership and 12 girls 
came from 7 villages around Fushan. It was an experiment but 
the girls felt that it was a very rich one for them. The stu- 
dent and rural departments felt that it was rich too because it 
showed us so many places where things should be done differently 
another time! 


"We have had a series of clinics where little ailments 
were taken care of and have helped a procession of people get 
to the hospital for treatment. And our days have been full of 
treatments for trachoma, first aid for burns and what not. And 
that says nothing of all too many sases that were hopeless and 
we were helpless, 


"Since September we have been struggling along without a 
trained or experienced secretary. Miss Chten left then and for 
six weeks we had no one but the girls whom we have been bring- 
ing up by hand as it were, Then we got a middle-school gradu- 
ate. After China New Year we expect a girl who is graduating 
from college and who has had some Association experience. It 
Ought to make a lot of difference in the way we go ahead. 


"T am glad Christmas is at the end of the year, it is so 


satisfying in the country. We had an absolutely giftless one 
except for little home-made boxes that we filled with veanuts 
and candy and gave to children. But there was really nothing 


lacking and such peace settled down on us and sucha sense of 
fulfilment each time a group, old or young, came in to the sim- 
ple meetings." 


Foreign Division 
National Boerd, Y..C.A. 
600 Lexington Avenue 
New York, N, Y, 
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ADVENTUROUS LIVING 


In a stuffy old inn at Tsao Shi the rats pillaged our lunch basket 
and even ventured up on ovr beds to look at the strange foreigners!! The 
next day we ventured to walk to Tang Ssu, four miles away, through the 
slippery sticky mud, though with no worse calamity than my stepping out of 
my shoes and rubbers several times, the mud failing to release them!} Tang 
Ssu is a small village near a number of hot springs. A commodious Chinese 
inn and a bath house have been built there by the provincial government 
which is putting through the motor road. The hot water is piped into the 
bathhouse from the spring. ‘Twas a real luxury those cold drizzly days to 
be able to sit in a great vat of hot water up to one's neck, 


The most interesting part was not the bathhouse, much as we enjoyed 
that, but the rural reconstruction project which was being carried on in 
that district. Two old temples had been renovated and were being used as 
schools - one for a primary school to which children came from four nearby 
villages; the other for an agricultural school for older boys. Two trained 
nurses held clinics every day, visited in the homes, and held meetings for 
the mothers teaching them the simplest rules of home santitation, child care 
and training. Two youths, graduates of Nanking University, Agricultural De- 
partment, were carrying on - giving their all to the work; not receiving a 
cent of salary, yet thoroughly happy in what they were being able to do for 
the farmers and people in that district. The income from the inn and bath- 
house is the one source of revenue for the project. 


Many experiments in rural reconstruction are being carried on in 
all parts of the country, some by government groups - especially those in 
the areas devastated by the Reds - others supported by Christian groups and 
by individuals, When one considers that at least 75% of China's population 
is rural, there is no question but that the solution of China's problems 
must begin with the masses on the farms, 


Editorial Note: Many of the workers in the rural reconstruc- 

tion units under government or church auspices 
have had stimulus and direction for such service through the city 
and student Y.W.C.A.'s of China, 

The Y.W.C.A. has four rural centers - Toi Shan 
near Canton, Fu Shan near Chefoo, Sung Shu near Nanking, Ta 
Chang near Shanghai, 

"In a Fu Shan Courtyard" and "Sung Shu Paths 
and the Wedding Gong" (Foreign Division) give intimate glimpses 
of daily life in those Y.W.C.A.s centers, 


The enthusiasm and devotion of our college men and women who are giving 
their lives to the rehabilitation of China's rural districts, certainly 
leads one to feel that this is the answer to the rabid extremism of the 


Communists. : 
Excerpt from letter from Lelia Hinkley, China 


National Board Young Women's Christian Associations 
Foreign Division 600 Lexington Avenue 
September 1945 New York, New York 






texsed soawt a0 ‘posetite ater ett ite one? 2 aint blo Se eee eel 
ent SStSaaisiot syastte eft te Aool oF ebed two ao qe Seavtnev neve haa 
; adt fovotd? .yaws eelior wet 02k gaat ot Alew of Sewiasy ow } b a et 
to Iwo saiqaete yu ands ysimeles eetow on dthw dguodt bom yloite yx: Lee, 
geet {imeds sesefet of anifis? bum odd eeomit Letevee ateddgr bas 
seentm avotiommoo A .egnitge tod to teduun s teen Reese ileme § 
_ tienwtevog Lelonivoxg eft yd eredt élind need evad. eau Ss aed 
oat ofai begtg al i9tew. tod edT 45801 t0¢om oft dauowdt gattdug ‘ Set 
ov eyab Yissizh bios egodt ‘Viaxul iset a asat? epainge edd cort mertre pees 
loem ef eno ot qu teten tod to. tev teoTy eat tis os seieek 


beyotae owas dove ,eevordisd edt toa eaw tteq gaitectetat doom edT © astray 
ai no bsitise guled agw dotdw tootorq moftortdencoer fetus edt jue etads cna 

ae Sesw anied otow bas betevonet nsed bed sefqmet bic owl “stolatars tact - a 
versen tot goTt exes methikdo dotdw ot Lootos yreatktaq & SOT sco = eloonce pe in 
Seciest owl ,eyod webfe tet Loodoe Laiwdfvorige ae tot todso ont peeaatiiv Te Te 
I0t ageissem biol Baa ,eogod oft cit botiaiv eveh Yreve scinkio bied = seems =) 
snao SLiid ,moltevisiass emod Yo sefet tecelLamia off merit antdosed. ‘eteddom od aN es 
eG Letutiveiaga ,ytietoviav yafdnst to setauhets .edtvoy owt satinietd bas is 
& gtivieser tom ;atow edt ot Ela thedt anivis «m0 gaiyrias orsw <faonttag — mes ae | 


tot ob of efde agnied etew yedt tadw ai yqqed yldewotod? toy svishes to Papen tt ‘eee 
~fitsd bas ant edd mort empont eT ,toixdetb tet ai siqoeg bus satemrrs 3 


eer) Hoos 

at Seiord edd to? OUnever to titan sll co at ome te oe 

ak mo beitres scied ets moleoissadsbek: leurt atk is pealinpaes ‘wea ie Acs 

id eeodt yYilstoeqee + equozy dmemrrevos ¥d snoe aX¥téauoo edt to pra ite. ae 
bas aqsotg asiteiad> yd betrotaye ereddo = ebail edt vd botesesveb sete ont fe 

aoltsivgog e*anidd to B29 tesel ta tadd erebtenoo eno gedit etisubtvibat Ww | ee 

emeldotg a’ anifd tc mottuloe edt tart jud aotteeup om at eteds lem Cs ae fhe 55 

 etarzst eft ne Seeeen edt. it tw satan rime: ‘pol 

-oustancoes Latur sit at eredtrow sdt Yo ynsil resoit Fama eee al 
ssolqess Mowlo to Jneurrevoy tohas stim mote 9). fe Pate, 

yiio edt aiguott? soivres foue tot noitoonl® has eviomtse bad eved 


. etna. to Bt Ae MY hea spstdtec basse } 
ae - etotneo ferut te0t sed .ADsk¥ SAT ayy ‘ 


oT ,gatdasit Teen si soa sone? 180K nade wt _hodned see — sr Te 


oladapats. teea fee 
afieL off anwB" Bae "Sraxdru0d nhee. sf @ gI"® 


soeeeeiy otantins ovig (sokatvid myleto®) "gaop ‘pmbboe oni re 
7 @totne0 he eid e¥ esods ni ent ¥lieb to” 


anivig ets odw memow bas nam exsiioo to Yo nottoveb bas masiewdene a T 
Viaistreo yatoktteth Low efantdd to soktstiLtdedet ed? of sevil 1! 
oft Io maimexdxe bidex edt of tewens oft at eres sade Teor, Ft ano ai 


said telantt silel stort tstteL mort tereoxe 
















sacttstooees apteebadd one nut Aa i doer i 


A aotgatzel 000) . mofetvid mgietoT 
1, SOT Met chal WR 2S eek, Seen 
| * i eo eae ied EY ahi 
e p Oe teh Ve, oY * M 
a 4 4 10 & - , e? bes * a 
F f g 2 . % ye fel tate py, air, 


SUNG SHU PATHS AND THE VJEDDING GONG 


The village draining ditch had not been cleaned out since the Taiping 
Rebellion, 70 years ago. It was clogged five feet deep with slime, broken 
bricks and rubbish. The summer rains could not flow through the ditch but 
washed down over the stone slabs which covered the ditch and formed the stone 
path of the village street. 


There have always been needy families in Sung Shu, but during the 
months since the drought of 1944 many more families have been hungry. Na- 
tional Relief agencies had helped some but there was still need in May 1945 
before the wheat harvest came in. 


Miss Tsai Siu Feng the Y.W.C.A. secretary for Sung Shu, had been 
seeking for a suitable work relief project for women. She saw the possi- 
bility of cleaning this ditch and called on the village chairman for his ad- 
vice. He called a meeting of the village leaders and reported that $45 
would be ample to rebuild the banks and to clean out the big pond west of the 
village which has been the main water supply and to remove all rubbish from 
the ditch, The village agreed to contribute $15.00 and the Y.i7.eC.A. fur- 
nished the rest. The job took an average of 16 men working for ten days at 
twenty cents a day. 


There were two valuable by-products of the project besides keeping 
16 families in food for ten days. One was the excellent cooperation of the 
village elders, the men who worked, and the Y.W,C.A. Cooperation is one of 
our greatest needs in Sung Shu. The clean ditch has a real health value for 
now the rains can rush down through under the stone slabs cleaning it out, 
leaving no stale slime as a mosquito breeding place. 


But the women of the village could not work on cleaning the ditch. 


‘It would be improper to take off shoes and stockings (though in many parts 


of China they do). So Miss Tsai decided on a dry land project - the rebuild- 
ing of some village paths - that were practically impassible in wet weather. 


Forty-one women turned out the first day, the oldest being 68 and the 
youngest 15 with an average age of 36 years, They took it as a lark. With 
rakes and baskets they cleaned up the streets and vacant places of the vil+ 
lage - gathering broken bricks left from the havoe of the Taiping Rebellion. 
These bricks were used to make a fine strip of road leading out of the vil- 
lage. Two other sections of old stone paths were raised and repaired. 





Miss Tsai worked along with the two brick layers helping to direct 
the work, She used a big brass gong to call the women to work at 6:30 Bele 
It was blistering hot weather so there were rest periods throughout the day. 
Rest periods were necessary also because several nursing babies were brought 
out to their mothers by an older brother or sister and sometimes by an old 
grandmother. The first noon Miss Tsai found them all resting under a tree 
when she came around the corner hammering the big brass gong. They burst 
into a roar of laughter, Finally the women demonstrated to Miss Tsai that 
she was using the same rhythm on the gong that they use when a new bride is 
arriving in the village}! 


The project cost only $19.70 and we now have three strips of new 
paths, the village looks much less discouraged with the loose bricks carried 
away and the women are asking when we are to have another good time together? 


Josephine Brown 
Secretary, National Committee 
of the Yy We Ce Ac of | China 
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TWELVE TO TWO-THIRTY DOWN TOWN IN MANILA 


It is twelve o'clock, Through the door marked "BUSINESS GIRLS’ 
CENTER Y.W.C.A." girls are coming in in twos and threes and half dozens, 
some in Mestiza costume, some in European dress, but all of them of course 
without hats. Each one disappears behind the sawali screen which cuts off 
a corner of the huge room, but in a moment she reappears minus pocketbook 
or parcel which she has dropped on her favorite wicker cot to hold it for 
her siesta when luncheon is over. 


At this point a man appears on the horizon from one of the caterers 
who delivers the fiambreros. These are the lunch boxes made of a series of 
round enamel dishes about the size of a breakfast food dish and fastenod 
together one above the other so that each makes a cover for the one below 
it, a kind of skyscraper lunch basket. If you pay fifteen centavos for 
your lunch you get three tiers only; if you pay twenty you get four. Some- 
times you economize by sharing a twenty centavo one with another girl. 
Twenty centavos is ten cents in American money, which means that if two 
girls share a fiambrero they get their lunch for five cents. Many of them 
can not afford to pay more for the average girl in an office earns about 
sixty-five pesos if sho is a competent person. 


Perhaps you would be interested to know what a fiambrero contains, 
One dish of course is always rice for no Filipino meal is complete without 
it - it takes the place of both bread and potato with us. Then one will 
usually be chicken, a kind of chicken stew, or thin soup that can be eaten 
with the rice. Then a vegetable or perhaps two vegetables and often, very 
often fish} And to top it off, there is always a banana. 


It is a jolly group as they sit around the tables eating, usually 
about forty to forty-five girls, If it is a special feast day some of them 
may omit lunch to go to the church not far away. Or if it is Saturday, a 
few who do not have to work in the afternoon go home fer lunch, But Satur- 
day afternoon off is not a regular thing except with a very few firms. 
Working hours are from eight to twelve and from two to five or five-thirty 
or six. So the day begins early and ends late for many. 


The two hours off at noon is a life saver. Lunch over every one 
makes for the couches, There are only forty-two of them, alas, and if the 
day is a busy one at the center, there may be some late comers who have to 
go without that precious siesta. Classes and lectures at noon? After 
you've been in the Islands for a time, you understand, for this is the 
tropics, If one is going to keep geing in this part of the world, one soon 


sh hits tare | 7 
cert MARE coe IE, 


ALIVAM VIE VROT WO YIALHT-OWT OT SVIRWT 


at) BEMMIRUE" Beaten co0b end davon’?  zooloto eviews et #2” | 
hear’ ted Soe aeetdt bas sows at ak animoo eta alti “weOWe¥ EAT 
Sseiwoo to wed? to Lia ted ,eeorh neeqoiwa al emom ,emuteod sxiteail ai emoe 
T2o atvo dofdw neetoe ilewee edt Budtied arseqqeat’ exo Sosi .atad tuodtiw 
Aoodtavtongt apaim arwergses ete tnemom 8 ai tud ,moor ecm eft Io tentoo s 
tot #1. Lod ot too sootolw stitovat ted an beqgoth sad ede doldw Ieotag4o. 
steve ef soeonmul cectw ort: mee 


etorstee edt to eto mort sosktod ont mo ateenpe tant es toltog aide ro 
to eek ‘Tea 8 to ebam sexed donul edt ore seedT ,notetdimlt edt stevie on 
Woted ono et 40% Tovoo @ eee Hope tadt os xodto ott syvoda wae sent enod hah 
“ot eovstioo mesdttit yoda voy Tl .teolaed doaat teqetoeyda to Bada s 22 | 
~smst, ytyot den #oy ytnew? ved voy ti syne atett eer? tea wey Aonel av0y 
fate tadéons itiw eno ovedneo ytoows 8 anivedea yd extmagove voy senkt 
owt If dedd angem doidw yyenom aeolvemA al atneo ast ef govetdeo ytnewT = 
madd to yoobl ,etnes evit rol doswl tiedd tem, vortd otordmelt 6 etade efits 
tuods saree aottto ae ai kitty enatove eft rot etom Yaq of Siotie tom ned ~~ 
Mosteg taoteqmoo a at ofa TL soseq evil~ysxie- 


-entstaoo overdmalt 8 todw wood of betsoretat ed Biyow 70% aqsdses | AS aes 
twontinv etelqmmo ek Lsem ontgilit oa tot eolt syewla ai estitoo tn — ian ne y i 
{itw exo mafT  ,aw déiw ofetog bap beetd ddod to eosly eae 
detse ed seo todd quoe aAtdd to .wote novotde Yo bali « , 
yrev ,notte bas seldatogey owt agetive, 1) eldategey a 
ened s eywie al sted Dy: #4 got 


i 


yifsuag ,»ittee sefdat ont brigors tie yout as quote EI Lot 73 
mint ‘to ouce yah feset fatooga gs ef ti TL alata avitqytxot 
® ,yehrute® ei 21 2k 1 4 Yaws tet ton domdo ed? of on at 
wien tu gtlomel tet ened on noomtetts edd ak sent ot spa 
seatit wet yrev o Adiw dqeoxe gains tsleget 8 ton at Tic t tette yesh 
yitide-ovit to evi? ot owt mott bes oviewt of ddgte mort ete eawod gale 
wean Yoh ofa shaw bas ylaae antged yb od of ie tO 


eo yYteve tevo donwl- »toven etif a ef doom t@ Tito exsod ows | 
old ‘tt bus ,2ele ymedt to owl-ysaot ylao ots Sat asitt esedoueg. 
ot event exfy exemoo efel amos od yent stedt ve el gp pal y 
“9TtTA § Tooor ta eetgtoel bus esves£)  ,.eteeole avotoetq tedt trodfiw: 
emt af otdd tot ,bustatebau poy ,omki B tot | im 
toon #io-gbixow ad} To steq elds ai gakeg qoeed of gaiog ef 





atta 


learns that rest, if possible sleep, is an essential before the afternoon 

work begins again, This siesta hour is guarded well, One dees not call 
friends over the telephone between one and two = it is the most unfriendly 
‘act pessible, For girls who have to be on their feet as saleswomen or at 

their machines as typists this rest is a life saver. 


Before the Y.i/.C.Av ppened this Business Girls Center, there was 
absolutely no place to go. Inexpensive restaurants were few; places 
where girls feel comfortable about going are more than scarce, Except 
in the few places where people are allowed to remain in offices, one walked 
the streets or went to the movies - a wearisome business six days a week, 
year in and year out! 


Here is Miss Enriquez, the President of the Business Girls Club, 
who in the years since the Center was opened has hardly missed a day there, 
She has a friendly word for every one and makes the newcomers feel at home, 
And you must meet Mrs, Del Carmen, the heart of the center! $$ Those twe 
young women Mrs, Del Carmen was visiting with a moment ago - not in Mestiza 
costume, and not with the faces of Filipinos; they are English governesses, 
When their "day off" came, there was no place to go, Then they found the 
Business Girls Center, and no Tuesday passes without finding them here to 
visit and rest and enjoy the other girls who come and go, 


Mrs. Del Carmen has helped many 4 girl through hard situations by 
her wise counsel, She has found jobs when they needed them. She helps 
with their parties which occasionally add an evening of interest at the 
Y.W.C.A, building, She worked with the committee for the Annual Inter- 
national Business Girls Celebratiom when a hundred girls and their guests 
sat down for lunch together, and read the messages that had come by letter 
and by cable from many parts of the world. 


Mrs, Del Carmen could tell many tales of her experiences there: 
The delightful hostess who gave a tea party at her own home for the girls 
one Sunday afternoon, had ceme to the Center sometime ago, discdéuraged, 
unhappy. : To make ends meet she and her husband both worked and it meant 
that the care of her children and of her home was a source of worry and 
concern to her. The contact with the girls and with Mrs, Del Carmen has 
seemed to be a rejuvenating force in her life and now she is always one 
ef the most enthusiastic members of the group». 


It is almost two-thirty and time to clese the Business Girls Cen- 
ter. It is one of the best pieces of work of the Y.W.C.A., and one ap~ 
preciated by the business men who give their contributions to the Associa- 
tion, and by the girls themselves almost all of whom pay fifty eentavos a 
month t® help defray its expenses, 


Come again} 
Anne Guthrie, Advisory Consultant 
Manila YeW. CeAe 


National Board Young Women's Christian Associations 
Foreign Division 600 Lexington Avenue 
September 1945 New York, New York 
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WHAT SHALL WE EAT AND WEAR IN TONDO AND SINGALONG? 


Manila is full to overflowing right now with Fashion Schools, 
They are the vogue. Graduation exercises surpass anything at Univer- 
sity or College...graduation dresses, flowers, fiestas, important 
personages for guests cf honor and speakers. But no one had thought 
about helping women who can not afford such a course but who need, 
more than any other women, tu make a few centavos go a long long way. 
Many of their husbands earn only 50 centavos (25 cents) a day to sup- 
port the family. 


So again the wise workers at the Health Centers in Tondo and 
Singalong who know the real needs of their clientelle came to the 
Y.weC.A. for help, offering to fix up a room at the center if the As- 
sociation would furnish the teacher, A scholarship given by one of 
the schools gave an unemployed young person whom the Y.W.C.A. had felt 
was a girl of possibilities, the training she needed. The course 
finished, the classes began, Miss Abdon adapting her knowledge to the 
needs of the women. 


The Y.W.eC.A. is now giving classes in sewing to mothers and 
expectant mothers, teaching them how to make clothes, simple and in- 
expensive things for themselves and their babies, In addition a 
cooking class is now begun, which may prove successful enough to be 
tried in other localities, The women need to know how to vary their 
diet of fish and rice with other things to make for health without 
increasing the family expenditure for food, 


One more service has been rendered to the Paco Health Center. 
Here the problem was what to do with the young children whom the 
mothers must bring with them to the clinics while the mother was lis- 
tening to a talk by one of the nurses. Baby was all right, he would 
usually sleep, but small Maria and Jose and Esperanza of two, three 
ance four, would run all over the place or hang on to mother's skirts 
and object to everything in general. 


Again the Y.W.C.A. was appealed to, a girl trained in kinder- 
garten work was found, and now the children play games, sing and do 
the usual tricks out under the trees while inside mother learns what 
to feed them, Of course when it rains - the little tiny pen at the 
end of the porch isn't too good and the results are less effective 
but.eeeits better than nothing. Maybe some day there will be an extra 
room for a really effective pre-school for this poorer district. 


Anne Guthrie, Advisory Consultant 
Y.W,CeA., Manila, Philippine Islands 


National Board Young Women's Christian Associations 
Foreign Division 600 Lexington Avenue 
September 1935 New York, New York 
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"WE HAD BEEN IN DARKNESS - AND LIGHT CAME." 


It happened this way. A number of health clinics in various 
parts of the city are working with mothers and babies very effective- 
ly but nurses and doctors found themselves continually handicapped by 
being able to teach only through demonstration and lectures. They 
could not say "Take this home and read it," for most of the mothers 
could not read. The question arose whether some simple way of teach- 
ing these mothers to read in their own dialect might not be found. 


A remarkable man, Dr. Laubach, member of one of the Mission 
Boards down in Mindanao, had evolved a simple yet effective way of 
teaching the Moros to read and write. He had developed it until he 
had charts that could be used for eighteen or twenty dialects in dif- 
ferent parts of the Islands. A student in Law in Manila, with a zeal- 
ous missionary spirit, had learned his method. The Y.W.C.A. found 
her and her enthusiasm, and asked if she would conduct a class at the 
Tondo Health Center (Tondo being one of the poorest sections of the 
Clty). Miss Fadaco was delighted with the opportunity and, with the 
Y.W.C.A. paying only her transportation, she began, giving her serv- 
ices, 


On the Saturday afternoon designated two or three women came, 
slowly the number increased, some new ones coming in, often old ones 
dropping out because the demands on their time were too great for such 
extras, or because there was no one at home with whom to leave the 
youngest. But the class increased - one man asked to be admitted - 
women came, bringing their babies, and laboriously wrote out their sen- 
tences with one hand while the other arm held the babe, a not too easy 
feat. 


No one paid mich attention to the work; few people found time 
to visit the class; where was the Tondo Health Center anyway, many 
asked. But the end of the school year was approaching and iiss Fadaco 
announced that she had twenty-one pupils ready for graduation - they 
had struggled up from the realms of illiteracy into literacy and were 
candidates for some kind of recognition. what was the Y.W.C.A. going 
to do about it! 


The Y.W.C.A. knew it must do something and it did. Graduation 
exercises were held one Sunday afternoon in the patio of the Center, 
made lovely by the artistic labor of the staff. Palm branches and 
flowers shut off the view of delapidated nipa huts near by, stage and 
chairs for graduates and guests were arranged. The usual program of 
speeches and congratulations, all very simple, all of course in the 
Tagalog dialect; music by the Welfareville band made up of the smail 
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daughters of Lepers, who for their own safety have been taken from their 
parents; a most touching speech by one of the class who told with a quiet 
dignity and completely without embarrassment, what learning to read and 
write had meant to the members of the class - "it was as though we had 
been in darkness and light came." 


Then the great moment arrived. Diplomas were awarded. They were 
large enough to be impressive, with signatures enough ef Y,iW,C.A. Presi- 
dent, General Secretary, and Tondo Health Center officials to make them 
seem important, They stated in Tagalog that "so and so" had learned to 
read and write. It's been a long time since most of us who sat there 
among the friends of that small circle of courageous adult scholars have 
had as big a lump in our throats as we had that afternoon. A woman old 
enough to be a grandmother, a mother with a. few weeks old baby in her 
arms, a few men, a little girl who because of a serious accident cannat 
go regularly to school, women ranging in age from about twenty-five to 
fifty - all came forward one by one to receive the congratulations of 
Dr, Fijardo and the precious piece of paper. 


But it was not just the twenty-one happy people that mattered, 
though the work was worth it, if this had been the only result. It was 
something more - as Dean Benitiz of the College of Education of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines said, "This is one of the most significant 
thingsthat has happened in Manila for years." It had proved that some- 
thing could be done that many thought was hardly worth the trying. 


The task is too great for the Y.W.C.A. alone; it is in only ene 
city in the Philippines; it has not funds to carry forward any real cam~ 
paign. But the Federation of Women's Clubs has organizations in almost 
all of the main cities and many of the smaller places in the Islands and 
a recent Charity Sweepstake has put money into their hands, They have 
decided upon a campaign against illiteracy for their special piece of 
social service work and one which fits well into their chief work of 
helping to make intelligent women citizens for the new Commonwealth. It 
only took the actual visualizing of it all in the Graduation exercises 
of the Pioneer class, to give determination and enthusiasm to their ef- 
forts. Once again the Y.W.C.A. has played its part of pioneering and 
demonstration. 


Anne Guthrie, Advisory Consultant 
Y.W.C.A., Manila, Philippine Islands 


National Board Young Women's Christian Associations 
Foreign Division 600 Lexington Avenue 
September 1945 New York, New York 
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